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"Moments before the arrival of the soldiers of Imam Yahya Bin
Hamidaddin, ruler of Yemen (1869-1948), eight-year-old Zayd
Mutee Dammaj managed to hide inside the clay oven at home. The
soldiers had come to arrest the child and take him to the “Cairo
Fortress” in Taiz, south of Sanaa.

Bin Hamidaddin wanted to keep him hostage in order to
pressure opposition tribal leaders, who had fled his brutality, to
surrender because Dammaj’s father was among them. However,
after searching every corner of the house, the indolent soldiers failed
to uncover the child’s hiding place.

As they could not return to the king without a “hostage,” they
assumed that any other child would do. Thus, one of the soldiers
suggested taking Ahmad Qassem Dammaj, Zayd Mutee Damma;j’s
cousin, who was of similar age and the only one present.

Ahmad Qassem Dammaj confronted his destiny with
forbearance, supported by his mother’s calls for him to be a man
who holds his family’s honor. He did not shed a single tear as they
took him away to be imprisoned. This is the place that he would
enter as a nine-year-old child and leave as a 19-year-old man.

Zayd Mutee Dammaj, the child who had escaped detention,
would return his cousin’s favor three decades later by documenting
Ahmad Qassem Dammaj’s story in a novel titled, Raheena
(“Hostage,” 1984)".
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alleged custom of mediaval times by which the feudal lord might
have sexual intercourse with the bride of a vassal on the wedding-

Jsa5 Ol gaadl uds £ 5 "night, before she cohabited with her husband

a feudal right said to have existed in " :"Encyclopadia Britannica"

medieval Europe giving the lord to whom it belonged the right to
sleep the first night with the bride of any one of his vassals. The
custom is paralleled in various primitive societies, but the evidence
of its existence in Europe is almost all indirect, involving records of
redemption dues paid by the vassal to avoid enforcement, not of
actual enforcement. Many intellectual investigations have been
devoted to the problem, but, although it seems possible that such a
custom may have existed for a short time at a very early date in parts
of France and Italy, it certainly never existed elsewhere. A
considerable number of feudal rights were related to the vassal's
marriage, particularly the lord's right to select a bride for his vassal,
but these were almost invariably redeemed by a money payment, or
"avail"; and it seems likely that the droit du seigneur amounted, in

S'effect, only to another tax of this sort
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